skills and operative techniques required to provide modern care for orthopaedic and trauma patients.
The three-volume set consists of nearly 3,000 pages. The text is divided into five major sections covering fundamental science, adult orthopaedics, trauma, paediatric orthopaedics, and paediatric trauma. Part 1, entitled "Fundamentals", is close to 500 pages and by far the shortest. Volume 1 includes a number of interesting and well-written chapters on the principles of epidemiology, research methodology, diagnosis and treatment. These chapters are highly recommended for any younger surgeon who, in the future, would like to submit a manuscript to an orthopaedic scientific journal. There is also a major subsection on tumours, and chapters on haemoglobinopathies, thromboprophylaxis, infection, pain control, biomechanics, locomotion analysis and imaging.
The section on adult orthopaedics not only includes systematic information on the joint and bone systems but chapters on spinal disorders, idiopathic scoliosis and spondylolisthesis, and a subsection on general disorders (osteoporosis, cancer and skeleton, rheumatoid arthritis, prosthetic joint infection and neuromuscular disorders). Some diseases covered in this last subsection are introduced again in the paediatric sections.
The trauma section gives principles of classification, a systematic overview on fracture management with a diversity of closed and open surgical methods, and the principles of different operative treatment modalities. The last part of Volume 3 is devoted to paediatric orthopaedics and trauma.
The book is highly illustrated with well-reproduced X-rays, clinical photos and histological sections, both in black and white and colour. Each chapter is referenced and includes a list of titles for further reading. The editors have performed an impressive task for which they are to be congratulated.
The need for a current textbook in orthopaedics has been growing for some years. Now the book is here. No doubt this textbook will be essential reading, not only for trainees, but for experienced specialists as well. It deserves a place in the libraries of all orthopaedic and trauma departments.
